The Church of the Ascension Parish Profile
The Church of the Ascension is a diverse and welcoming Episcopal
Church located in Chicago’s vibrant Gold Coast neighborhood. Part
of the world-wide Anglican Communion, we have been grounded
since the 1880s in a rich Anglo-Catholic tradition in which we
encounter God's abundant grace and love for us and for the world.
Our worship is graced by a nationally known music program,
excellent and probing preaching, and what many describe as
transcendent liturgy. We also continue the widespread Catholic
practice of devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, both in feast-day
observances, and monthly recitation of the Holy Rosary in
community.
Our principal Sunday liturgy is the 11 a.m. Solemn High
Mass celebrated at our east-facing High Altar. Three
sacred ministers (celebrant, deacon, and sub-deacon),
emcee, crucifer, thurifer, and torchbearers create the ethos
that some have described as “timeless.” The Minor
Propers are sung in Latin from the Graduale Romanum
and a unique setting of the Ordinary is sung by the choir
each Sunday. God’s presence is truly felt. It gives us the strength and courage to go out
into the world to do the work we have been given to do.
A Sung Mass with sermon is offered Sundays at 9 a.m. with hymns and a congregational
Mass setting, with the Organist/Cantor chanting the Minor Propers from The English
Gradual. Low Masses are celebrated each Wednesday evening, as well as on Prayer Book
Holy Days. Solemn Choral Evensong and Benediction preceded by a 30-minute organ
recital is offered on the first Sunday of the month from Michaelmas to Corpus Christi.
Stations of the Cross with music is offered every Friday during Lent. We pray the Daily
Office through Zoom.

Our parish is both a destination and a neighborhood
parish. It includes people who live nearby and those
who commute a great distance to attend Mass. It
includes life-long Episcopalians as well as many
young adults who are new to our worship. We are
especially welcoming to the LGBTQIA+
community. We are a well-educated parish who
strives to enlarge our Christian knowledge and
experience.
As part of a commitment to our Anglo-Catholic heritage and
the Oxford Movement, we reach out to our neighborhood.
Our food pantry distributes food and personal items once a
month to neighbors in need. We host 12-Step program
meetings and an annual Thanksgiving dinner. We stream our
masses for the benefit of those who cannot attend in person.
We want to do much more and are looking for ways to
expand our witness.
Our current staffing includes a full-time Curate
and part-time Sexton, Parish Administrator,
Organist, Choirmaster, Verger, Bookkeeper, lay
Minister of Communications and Technology,
and vestry-appointed Treasurer. The Choir, the
Choirmaster, and the Organist are professional
musicians of the highest caliber. Several retired
Clergy are part of our parish family and
participate actively in liturgy and parish
programs.
Ascension is located about a mile north of Chicago’s
Loop. The property includes the church building,
parish hall (attached to the church), stand-alone
rectory, coach house, a former convent, a parking lot,
and Our Lady of Victory Garden, which is open to
the public. The Church of the Ascension enjoys the
benefits of an endowment graciously provided by our
forebears.
We seek in our eighteenth Rector a priest who is deeply spiritual, an engaging and
thought-provoking homilist, and someone who will love the Church of the Ascension
as we do and help us to grow.

